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SHADOW DANCER

Duration: 8 minutes
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Three Percussionists Percussion 1

Percussion 1: Drum Kit
Percussion 2: Marimba, Snare, Whip, Bass Drum
Percussion 3: Glockenspiel, Vibraphone, Xylophone

Piano

Soprano Saxophone
Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone

Contrabass

Performance Notes: The strobe like pizzicato and pulsing quarter rhythm should be played at the
front of the beat, never late. The syncopations in relation to this strobe can be played in the mid to
back of the beat, with careful consideration to make sure that the players have a consistent feel if they
share the same rhythmic layer. The music grooves well if the tension between these two rhythmic feels
is subtly but intentionally brought out.

The feel should be light, crisp and precise.

Program Note: This piece draws inspiration from both dance and shadow puppetry— while writing 1
thought about Le Chat Noir, the famous French cabaret and shadow puppetry venue frequented by composers
Debussy and Satie. This famous venue lives on in poster form, peppering dorm rooms across the world.

In college I worked as a modern dance class accompanist. The choreographers were unconcerned with what
I played, as long as it had a steady pulse. I would watch the dancers move with and against the music—and
I took that experience, that memory, and magnified to the extreme you’ll hear tonight.

Shadow Dancer opens with a strobe-light pizzicato in the strings. As other instruments enter, | imagine a
silhouetted dancer coming into focus. As you, the listener, acclimate to the acoustic strobe, more of the
gestures of the figure becomes visible.

A strobe-light illuminates slices of time, it functions as a sort of visual metronome, a device intended to
keep time. In this piece, the musical layers above the strobe pull and push against that pulse, disrupting
our sense of the steady downbeat. As the music progresses, the figure expands, much like a shadow cast
on a wall expands as the subject approaches the light source. A question I asked myself while writing the
piece, how might a disembodied shadow dancer, unencumbered by gravity, move to a piece of music?
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